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SUBJECT: US EXPLORATORY TEAM FOR PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 
REF: QUITO 5886, STATE 205139 

1 . IF EMBASSY FEELS SUBJECT TEAM VISIT SHOULD BE POSTPONED 
UNTIL MID- 1979 WE, OF COURSE, CONCUR. EMBASSY SHOULD BE 
AWARE, HOWEVER, THAT TEAM COULD MAKE TWO VISITS TO ECUADOR. 
THE FIRST WOULD TAKE PLACE THIS SEPTEMBER AS ARRANGED 

AND SCHEDULED AT THE REQUEST OF THE GOE THROUGH THE ECUA- 
DOREAN EMBASSY. THE SECOND TRIP COULD BE ARRANGED ANY 
TIME AFTER ELECTIONS TO REVIEW OR MODIFY ANY PLANS MADE 
WITH PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT. IF EMBASSY WOULD DEEM IT USEFUL, 
VISITS COULD SERVE TO REINFORCE US INTEREST IN ECUADOR 
AND RETORNO PROCESS. 

2. IF EMBASSY BELIEVES SEPTEMBER TRIP SHOULD BE DEFINITELY 
POSTPONED, COMMERCE WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE AS TO HOW TO 
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EXPLAIN POSTPONEMENT TO PRESENT GOE. CHRISTOPHER 
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